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February 28, 2001

Mr. Kelly Jordan
Chair, Arabia Mountain Heritage Area Alliance
3787 Klondike Road
Lithonia, GA 30038

Re: FEASIBILITY STUDY
Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area

Dear Mr. Jordan:

The attached draft report summarizes our work on the proposed Arabia Moun-
tain National Heritage Area and is based upon a six-month working process
with the Alliance and substantial input from citizens and officials.

The report suggests creation of a National Heritage Area, based on the review of
resources, potential interpretive themes, and alternatives.  A boundary has been
defined for a core resource area that contains a concentration of natural, cultural,
and historic resources.  When a more detailed management plan is prepared,
consideration should be given to including a wider impact area where coordi-
nated programs and activities might be carried out.

We are highly appreciative of the assistance provided by the Alliance, DeKalb
County, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, and National Park Service
staff, as well as for the participation and enthusiasm of other interested parties
and residents of the area.  This cooperative effort, as well as the substantial
commitments that have already been secured by the Alliance, should support
your efforts for national designation.

We believe that the proposed Arabia Mountain Heritage Area meets the criteria
for National Heritage Area designation and that this report will provide support
for such a proposal, when introduced in the U.S. Congress.

Very sincerely yours,

Jonathan S. Lane  AIA AICP
President
ICON architecture, inc.ICON architecture, inc.

Thir ty Eight Chauncy Street
Boston, Massachusetts  02111
tel: 617.451.3333
fax:617.451.1328
email: icon@iconarch.com
www.iconarch.com
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photos: Craig TannerThe natural environment of the granite outcrops is spectacular, providing an educational
resource that can benefit residents of the fast-growing Atlanta region and help them
learn about the area’s history and origins.


